
An Interview with Cara Whaley
by Janice Shaul, PACCC Associate Director

Barron Park Children’s Center (BPCC), a PACCC program located at Barron Park Elementary School, can be

described as a diverse, flexible and supportive place.  A place where the children are fascinated by the five

different languages spoken by their peers.  A place where parents have the

opportunity to meet monthly and discuss pertinent and timely parenting

topics.  A place where Cara Whaley is the Site Supervisor.

Cara, a PACCC employee for 16 years, leads what she describes as a

very committed, consistent and wonderful staff.  Together, the team of

three brings over 30 years of experience in the early childhood field.  Cara

began at PACCC as a substitute and, through her education and professional

development, moved up through the ranks:  aide, teacher, head teacher,

director and now site supervisor.  She obtained her BA degree in Child

Development from San Jose State last year.  Cara attributes her passion and

compassion for this field to her mother, an early childhood educator herself.

As she is asked questions about BPCC, she can’t hide the enthusiasm

she holds for the staff, children and families.  From the simple pleasures of

visiting the Barron Park Elementary School library each week to creating

the hands-on, emergent style curriculum with the staff, Cara is proud of it

all.  And her pride and enthusiasm are most evident when she speaks of her staff and the community they make

each day.
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Cara with Hyram and Alex

An Interview with Laura Stankovich
by Susannah Halliburton, PACCC Director of Education and Outreach

As the sun beats down on the elementary school playground, Barron Park Kids’ Club Director Laura

Stankovich is dribbling and passing a soccer ball with a young, eager boy. “Nice shot, Eli!” she calls out

with enthusiasm as he whips one into the goal.  There is

a comfortable, supportive feeling at Sports and Games

Camp (at Walter Hays Elementary School this summer)

as the children move independently about the field, fully

engaged in their sport of choice – soccer or volleyball.

Interviewing Laura Stankovich is like drinking a cool

glass of lemonade on a hot summer day.  Smooth and

easygoing, she exudes a calm, grounded presence with

marked bursts of passion and enthusiasm.  A PACCC

Director for six years, she embodies the spirit of the

organization – a love of children, a strong, developed

sense of community, confident leadership and respect

for all. These are the values she conveys in our conver-

sation and in her interactions with staff, children and

families.
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Laura with soccer players Alex, Sam,

Cory and Eli
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 Infant/Toddler Center

4111 Alma Street
493-2240

Neighborhood

Infant/Toddler Center

311 No. California Ave.
321-3493

Sojourner Truth CDC

3990 Ventura Court
493-5990

Barron Park

Children’s Center

800 Barron Avenue
856-7559

College Terrace

Children’s Center

2300 Wellesley Ave
858-1580

 Downtown

Children’s Center

555 Waverley Street
 321-9578

Ellen Thacher

Children’s Center

505 E. Charleston Road
494-1467

Addison Kids’ Club

650 Addison Avenue
323-4007

Barron Park Kids’ Club

800 Barron Avenue
856-1220

Besse Bolton Kids’ Club

500 East Meadow
856-0847

Duveneck Kids’ Club

705 Alester Avenue
328-8356

El Carmelo Kids’ Club

3024 Bryant Street
856-6150

Escondido Kids’ Club

890 Escondido Road
855-9828

Juana Briones Kids’

Club

4100 Orme Street
856-3874

Ohlone Kids’ Club

950 Amarillo Avenue
493-0774

Palo Verde Kids’ Club

3450 Louis Road
852-9475

Walter Hays Kids’ Club

1525 Middlefield Road
325-5350
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